
Lost Christianities
Therewere th€eh i8h  y in f  uent ia l fo rmeof  Chr is tanr tydur ing

the2ndand l fd  ce . tu r ie5  the  Eb ion i tes  a  SrodpofChr is l  t ' swho

i .5  ned on  main ta  n ing the l rJewi rh  dent tywh lebe €vrn8rn le

su ,  iheMarcon i tes ,aBro !p tha t re j€ . tedeverv ih  ngJewqh i r 'm

t ,  undeEtand i .so f lesus  and theCnosUcs,  a  w de  rang ngSroup

that understood thi5world io be an ev Lplace oirnPrisonment

Aportolic fatlm: Earlv proto'

onhodox Chutch writen.

including lgnatius. Clemeu,

Polycarp, and Barnabas, whose

*orks we.e composed soon aftet

f romwhchonecou ld€<apeby lea i .  ng the t ru tho fo .e 's  dent ty

th.ough the se.retteach nBs orresLs

tott chriethniti.t: chrktl.n SdgtuEe.nd th. B.ttlet 4r

Authcntka t ionGeep 16)asod lsc lsseswhatschoaBhavetermed

the proto orthodox church lso named becautethefo oweE held

thev iewstha tevent ra  ycametobedecaredor ihodox)

PROTO-ORTHODOXY
Proto-orrhodoxy refes rc a set ofbeliefs held bv peoPle

before the 4'r ceuury that would becode dominadt irr

rhe 4'f centuly. Mosi Christians in Rome held Proto

onhodox view, and the Romar Chuich used ns influenrial

position ro connolthe rgendas ofother dbcesesthe books ofrhe No Tesnment

Chtt h fathcrs: Chtisri^b wfte6

ofthe early cenruties, seen I

significant for rhe development

oforthodox rheolosr.

Marcion developed his beliefs in two najor liierary

ptoducrions, one he wrote md rhe other he edited.

His,4,d'r,rr coo($ted the OldTesramenr Cod

of wrarh with Jesuis God of love and nercy.

The book Marcion edited was the 6nt canon of

scripture known rc be devised by d eally Christian.

ft contained I I books: 10 ofPault lenen aod

a Gosp.lvery sinilar rc the Gospel ofLuke

Dorrrt%r The view rha! Jesus was not a human

being but only "appeared" to b€, from a Greek
' 

*o.d thar means'to seen" or'to appear''

Regula Fidei, Literally, 
'the rule

of faith." A technical rerm ftat

refered ro the proro-onhodox

doctrines undenrood to lie at tbe

hean of Chrhtian rheology.

Rerher rhan embnce theJNnh iradirion ?l

one ofongoing importan€e, d rhe Ebionites

did, Marcionires rej€cred Judaism alrogerher'

Pani$ic uiting': \y/tnings

of the onhodox Church
"farhe6" (litin: /a"rt written

after the New Testament.

DrlDeizrThe vis that there are wo

simulraneoudy existing Gods Scveral

Christian radidons were ditheislic,

such as rhe Gnostic Bogomilisrs, the

Manicheans, and the Cathan.

MARCIONITES
Marcion was a 2'acentury Christian scholar

and evanselisi, who was later labeled a heretic

for his docetic Christology and his beliefin so

Gods (the ha6h legahric God ofthe Jews a"d

rhe mercitul loving Cod oflesut-views rhar he

claimed to have found in the wrirings ot llul.



EBIONITES
Ebionire\ were bornjewi\h or @nvflr(d to lddrnm.

kept J*ish customs, and suicdy followed the Jewish
Iaws (circum.ision, sabbarh obseryancc, kosher

food), but rhe/ believed rhat Jesus was the Mesi:i

Th€ Ebionires believed that becauselesus was the Jewish
Mesiah, appoinred by the lewish God as rheJewish savior

for rhe lewish pople in tullillmenr oflewish law anyone

who wanred m be righr with God obviously had ro become

Jewish. Ar a consequence, they rtied ro converr otherJos

ro rheir fairh in Jesus, and when rhey conve$ed Gentiles,

rhey in ' i ' red rhJr  rhe Geni i le .  a l 'o  conven toJudai .m.

GoEel oftk Eb;onites:

A gospel thar appears ro have been a conflation

ofstories found in Marthew, Mark, and Luke,

and was originally composed in Greek.
Adopt;onbn: The viert

held by the Ebionires that

Jesus ws not divine but

wu a flesh-a"d-blood

human being who had been

adoped by God to be his

son whcn Jesus was baptized

by John rhe Bapiist.

The Ebionires claimed

to follow the teachings

of James, Jesust brorher,

who became the head of

rhe Church in lerus,lem

Gospcl of tbe Nazau*:

A gospel used by the Ebionires ihar app€ars

ro have been very nuch lik€ our Gospel of

Matthry, minus the fint rwo chapter, and

possibl), writren in Hebrew (or Arahaic).

Gospcl of Tmth: A doctnem kon rhe

Nag Hammadi libary rhoughr by many

scholar ro have been writen by Valen-

tinus. rhe founder ofthe Valentinian

Cnosricr who wd prominenr in the

2'J century. It celebrates the joy of

salvarion provided by the libenring

knowledge broughr by Christ.

GNOSTICS
Gnosricism comprised a group ofancient .eligions ihar

were closely relared ro Chrisiienity. A core b€lief was that

sparks ofa divine being had becone trapped in the present

evil world and could escape only b/ acquiring the secret

jzau (Grcek for "knowledge') of who they *ete and of

how they could escape. This garl was generally thoughr ro

have been broqht by an emissary fiom rhe divine realm.

Nag Hammadi Yillage it Upper
(South) Egypi, near rhe place

where a collection ofGnosic

wrirings, in.luding lhe Gospel of

Thomu, wo discovered in 1945.

Sep antio"i't C brbto lo g : UndesraDding

ofChrist typical among Gnostics, which

maintained thar rhere was: dirlercnce

beoreen the man Jesus and the divine Chrisi

GoEel of Thowt-fhe nost ramous docunent

ofrhe Nag Hanmadi library it contains I l4

sayings ofJesus, nany of them similar to the

sa/ings ofrhe NsT€srament, oders quire

different because rhey appcar ro prcsuppose

a Gnostic underetanding ofthe wodd.

Cdrpooatia& Agtotp ot 2"r.enttry

Gnosrics known ro us, in pa.r, through the

wrirings of Clenent of Alexandria; rhev

were rhoughr ro engage in wild, licentious

acriviries as paft ofiheir religious practices-


